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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
A detailed listing of all claims that are, or were, in the present application, irrespective of 
whether the claim(s) remains imder examination in the application are presented below. The 
claims are presented in ascending order and each includes one status identifier. Those claims not 
cancelled or withdrawn but amended by the current amendment utilize the following notations 
for amendment: 1. deleted matter is shown by strikethrough for six or more characters and 
double brackets for five or less characters; and 2. added matter is shown by underlining. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A venting device adapted to be sealingly received in an opening of 

a drum, the device comprising: 

a body having a pair of opposing sides and defining a plurality of vent passages, 
each vent passage having an opening at each of the pair of opposing sides and extending 
through the body, the vent passages being spaced apart and arranged around a center 
portion of the body; 

a membrane structure covering the openings of the vent passages on one of the 
pair of opposing sides of the body, the membrane structure being sealingly affixed to the 
body portion [[in]] along an outer sealing band surrounding the openings of the vent 
passages and [[in]] along at least one cross sealing band extending across the membrane 
structure , all other portions of the membrane structure being free fi-om attachment to the 
body portion : and 

a protective structure attached to the body and positioned over the membrane 
structure. 
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2. (Original) The venting device of claim 1, wherein the membrane structure includes a 
membrane layer and a backing layer. 

3. (Original) The venting device of claim 2, wherein the membrane layer comprises a 
fluoropolymer material, 

4. (Original) The venting device of claim 3, wherein the fluoropolymer material is PTFE. 

5. (Original) The venting device of claim 2, wherein the membrane layer has a thickness of 
about 0.002 inch, 

6. (Original) The venting device of claim 1, wherein the protective structure is a fhisto- 
conical or bowl shaped protective cap. 

7. (Original) The venting device of claim 6, wherein the protective cap has a drain opening 
and a plurality of vent openings defined therein. 

8. (Original) The venting device of claim 1, wherein the membrane structure is further 
sealingly affixed to the body portion at an inner sealing area. 

9. (Original) The venting device of claim 8, wherein the at least one cross sealing band 
extends between the outer sealing band and the inner sealing area. 
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10. (Currently Amended) A drum for containing a liquid, comprising: 

a bottom structure, a top structure, and a wall together defining an enclosvu-e, the 
enclosure having at least one bunghole defined therein; and 

a closure sealingly engaged in the at least one bunghole, the closure including a 
body portion having a pair of opposing sides and defining a plurality of vent passages, 
each vent passage having an opening at each of the pair of opposing sides and extending 
through the body, the vent passages being spaced apart and arranged around a center 
portion of the body, the closure fiirther including a membrane structure covering the 
openings of the vent passages on one of the pair of opposing sides of the body, the 
membrane structure being sealingly affixed to the body portion [[in]] along an outer 
sealing band surroxmding the openings of the vent passages and [[in]] along at least one 
cross sealing band extending across the membrane structure , all other portions of the 
membrane structure being free fi-om attachment to the body portion . 

1 1 . (Original) The drum of claim 10, wherein the wall is generally cylindrical. 

12. (Original) The drum of claim 10, fiirther comprising a protective structure attached to the 
body portion and positioned over the membrane structure. 



13. (Original) The drum of claim 10, wherein the protective structure is a fi^isto-conical or 
bowl shaped protective cap. 
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14. (Currently Amended) The v e nting devic e drum of claim 13, wherein the protective cap 
has a drain opening and a plurality of vent openings defined therein. 

15. (Currently Amended) The venting devic e drum of claim 10, wherein the membrane 
structure is further sealingly affixed to the body portion at an inner sealing area. 

16. (Currently Amended) The v e nting d e vic e drum of claim 15, wherein the at least one 
cross sealing band extends between the outer sealing band and the inner sealing area. 

17. (Currently Amended) The venting devic e drum of claim 10, wherein the membrane 
structiire includes a membrane layer and a backing layer. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The v e nting d e vic e drum of claim 1 7, wherein the membrane layer 
comprises a fluoropolymer material. 

1 9. (Original) The drum of claim 1 8, wherein the fluoropolymer material is PTFE. 

20. (Original) The drum of claim 18, wherein the membrane layer has a thickness of about 
0.002 inch. 
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21 . (Currently Amended) A venting device adapted to be sealingly received in an opening of 
a drum, the device comprising: 

a body having a pair of opposing sides and defining a plurality of vent passages, 
each vent passage having an opening at each of the pair of opposing sides and extending 
through the body, the vent passages being spaced apart and arranged around a center 
portion of the body; 

membrane means covering the openings of the vent passages on one of the pair of 
opposing sides of the body, the membrane means being sealingly affixed to the body 
portion [[in]] along an outer sealing band surrounding the openings of the vent passages 
and [[in]] along at least one cross sealing band extending across the membrane structure-, 
all other portions of the membrane means being free from attachment to the body portion: 
and 

protective means attached to the body and positioned over the membrane 
structure. 

22. (Original) The venting device of claim 21, wherein the membrane means comprises a 
membrane structure including a membrane layer and a backing layer. 

23. (Original) The venting device of claim 22, wherein the membrane layer comprises a 
fluoropolymer material. 

24. (Original) The venting device of claim 23, wherein the fluoropolymer material is PTFE. 
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25. (Original) The venting device of claim 23, wherein the membrane layer has a thickness 
of about 0.002 inch. 

26. (Original) The venting device of claim 21, wherein the membrane means is further 
sealingly affixed to the body portion at an inner sealing area. 

27. (Original) The venting device of claim 26, wherein the at least one cross sealing band 
extends between the outer sealing band and the inner sealing area. 

28. (Original) The venting device of claim 22, wherein the protective means is spaced apart 
from the membrane means by at least about 0.050 inch. 

29. (Original) The drum of claim 22, wherein the protective means is a frusto-conical or 
bowl shaped protective cap. 

30. (Original) The venting device of claim 29, wherein the protective cap has a drain 
opening and a plurality of vent openings defined therein. 
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